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SHROUDED IN MYSTERY.

The Origin of the Mound Bullders
of North America.

Were They Perchiance One of the Lont

. Triven of Inraclt<Sone Fnots
in Support'of This

) ,’l‘lnrr.

»

{Bpecial Washington Letter.)

Where did the Indiass come from,
a0d who were the mound builders?

Men and women who read and study
the history of the continent have ab-
sorbed sud originated all soris of the-
ories concerning the.aboriginal inhab-
itants of the new world.

The bureau of ethnology has worked
on this problem‘for the Inst 20 years
with great energy and garnesiness.

— &
FINDING SKELETON vF GIANT,
The work has been thoroughly dobe,
and leaves no room for dsubt as to the
aceuracy of its results. It has utierly
exploded old theories as to a more an-
cient race of superior civization which
was imagined to have been responsible
for the creation of the monuments in
guestion, It has been demonstrated
that the objects yielded by the tumuli,

which are not of unmistakably Indian-

manufacture, were obtained from the
whites.

Maj. Powell, who was for mnnny years
in charge of the geologicul survey. has
said that this investigation was as much
of 4 blind study as the origionl efforts
to decipher the inscriptions upon the
stone wonders of ancient Ligypt.

One of the nuiet students of the sur-
vey says: “The most interesting works
of the mound builders are the so-called
effigy mounds, representing birds and
many kinds of mammajs, which are
confired almost wholly to Wiseonsin
and a small part of Iowa. The whole
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gs representing quadrupeds, birds, SOT !
bird tracks and syml_a_ollg:ul or fanciful MINNE A BTATE N
objects. The floor s Spread to a depth i dee Baos iardiai

of two feet with the bones of fishes and
beasts, fragments of pottery, charcoai
and ashes, Kyen more remarkable is
the cave near Guotersville, Ala, Evi-
dently it was utilized. for many gen-
erations as m cemetery, and the nwm-
ber of dead deposited in it must have
been very great. Thaugh much of its
contents has been hauled away in sacks,
for fertilizing land, the floor is yet cov-
ered: to a depth of four feet with ma-
terinl composed chiefly of fragments
of human bones. In Tennessese and
Kentucky the flesh of bodies stored in
caves centuries ago-is sometimes re-
markably preserved,

On a farm in Bollinger county, Mo.,
is an nrea of considerable extent sur-
rounded by an ancient wall of earth
about three feet high in places. In-
side of it, formerly, were many remark-
able mounds used for burial places by
the Indians of prehistoric times, but
40" years of continued cultivation of the
soil have nearly leveled them. Plow-
ing over one of the mounds a few years
ago the owner struck something, and,
on digging further ip the earth, discov-
ered two stone coffins each contalning
a skeleton, In one of the coffins he
found a gourd-shaped vesnel flled with
lead ore, so pure that he afterwards
turned it into bullets. .

In 31870 people in tbe neighborhood
of o town in Mississippl discovered that
the pottery, in which the mounds of
that region were unusually rich, had
considerable commercial value. The
specimens obtained Were sold to mer-
chants, who in turn furnished them to
museums, scientific justitutions and
relie hunters. :

Reverting to the fact that the mound
builders continued their work after
Columbus, Vespucius, De Soto, Coriez
and Pizarro cursed the ground with
their lawless and brutal heels, it must
be said that articles of Caueasian man-
ufacture, obtalned by barter on the
coast or from wrecks, quickly found
their way to the Jnterior of the conti-
nent, pasging from hand to hand ia the
course of trafic between tribes, or by
capture in war, The system of trade
which existed anciently among the In-
dinus was surprisingly efficient and sat-
fsfactory, Aborigioal drummers ac
tually made their way on foot from the
Gulf of Mexico to the headquarters of
the Mississippi river. The products of
the native mines of copper, flint and
mieca were distributed in a manner suffi-
ciently business-like to be worthy of o
more educated civilization. Dried oys-
ters and other shell fish were shipped
inland, just ns the same mollusks are
sent {from the Atlantic coast 1o the
cities of the interior to-duy, Thus sea

shells are found in the mounds of 111i
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T. Riarsth, a bachelor, was
to deuth'on his arm in Becker o
eight miles east of Ulen. The cf
stances indicate murder snd ro'
Risveth; was the oldeat sottler i
part of the county, had marketed
wheat at'Lake Park, and upon v
Ilng home paid his threshing bill
moxt day lie was at work plowit
and in evening his house and barr
destroyed by fice. When the nelg
reached the scene they found Ris
charred body lying in the ashe
hay stack that was near the barn
horses were still harnessed, a
thero was no ‘reason for suicid
neighbors believed that he was r
and murdered and his body nod
ings burned to cover up the crin

Almost & Miracle, *

A wonderful case has been at 1
Paul ¢ity hospitel since Oct. 2, at
time Tillie Anderson, a domesti
taken to the hospital suffering
what was thought to be typhoid
It turned out to be & very rave d
known as Laudry's paralysis, ¢
by the absorption of poisonous 1
taken up by the blood. It was
necessary to resort to artificiol re
tion, which was done by raisi
arms above the head and Jov
them 1o the side, the same as in
of drowning. In this manuner r
tion has been produced for five
and the patient is atill alive.

¥rison Investigation,
The commission, consisting of
Charles E. Flandeau, of St. Paul,
ander M, Harrison, of Minneapoli
B. F. Farmer, of Spring Valle
pointed by Gov. Clough to inves
the charges'preferred agalost o

-of the state penitentiary at Still

met in the governor's office at thi
capitol, arranged preliminary
The commission organized im
tely by selecting Judge Flandre
chairman. Gov. Clough then add
them, giving his ideas of the m
which the work should be carri
aod impressing upon the comm
the importance of a fair, thoroug
impartial investigation.

Broke Her Contract.

In responsé to an advertisemen
appeared in the Minneapolis pa
well dressed and apparently x¢
able young women, whogave he:
as Wilson arrived in Duluth to
& position as houseliceper for 3
named Rowan. It turned ont th
wan was a colord man of poor ¢
stapces living gut 1 the West
and the yoong woman refused t¢
for him, notwithstanding the fa(
Rowan had adyanced her mor
come from Minoeapolis. She g
to the police for aid, but they o
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manufacture, were obtained from the
whites,

AMaj. Powell, who was for many years
in charge of the geologicul survey, has
said that this investigation was as much
of a blind study as the originail efforts
to decipher the inscriptions upon the
stone wonders of aunclent Egypt.

Oue of the gquiet students of the sur-
vey says: “The mosi interesting works
of the mound builders are the so-ealled
effigy mounds, representiog birds and
many kinds of mammals, which are
confined almost wholly to Wisconsin
and a small part of Iowa. The whole
of the valley of Prajrie du Chien town-
ship is dotted with these ancient ani-
wals in droves, all heading to ihe south.
west like the river. They are enduring
evidences of a dense population and
long occupancy in past time. Some of
the birds have a spread of 250 feel from
wing tip to wing tip.”

It is a matter of official record that
in digging through a mound in lowa
the scientists found the skeleton of a
giant, who, judging from asctual mecas-
urement, mwust have stood seven feet
six fnches tall when allve, Tihe bones
crumbled to dust when exposed to the
®ir. Around the neck was a collar of
bear’s teeth, and across the thighs were
dozens of small copper beads, which
may have once adorned n hunting skirt,
‘The latter were formed by rolling slen-
der wire-like sirips of metal into little
tings. Oneskull obtained from s mound
in Alabama was cowpletely filled with
spail shells,

In avother mound in Town was found
& central chamber conlnining 11 skele+
tons, which were arranged in o circle
with their backs agains¢ the walls, In
their midst was a great sca shell, which
had been converted intoa drinking-cup.
Bmaller cavities io the same tumulys
swere filled with a fine copper-colored
dust, which. when first uncovered, gave
out such n sickening odor that opera-
tions had to be suspended for awhile.
The dust was suppozed to be the ashes
from burned flesh~perhaps that of the
individuals in the central chamber.
Many tribes of Indians in avciedt times
made a practice of removing the flesh
from the bones of the dead.

But all of these studies and discoy-
eries have not given us anything really
historical concerning the people who
did these things, The officials of the
geological survey, of the Smithsonian
Institution, the Nntional museum, and
other centers of science and philosophy
at the national capital, all agree
that the question as to whence
the Indians origiually came s atill
in  dispute, and likely to  re-
main £0. There 158 no truth in the at-
fractive notion that once a mighty na-
tion occupied the valley of tbe Mis-
sissippi, with its froatier settlements
resting on the lake shores nnd gulf
coasd, nestling o the salleys of the
Appalachion range snd skirting the

-----

wnien existed ancienuly among the In-
dinus was surprisingly eficient and sat-
fsfactory, Aboriginal drummers ac-
tually made their way on foot from the
Gulf of Mexico to the headquarters of
the Mississippi river. The products of
the native mines of copper, flint and
wieca were distributed io a manner suffi-
ciently business-like to be worthy of a
more educated civilization. Dried oys-
fers and other shell fish were shipped
inland, just as the same mollusks are
scnt from the Atlantie coast o the
cities of the interior to-duy, Thus sea
shells are found in the mounds of 111
nois and Wisconsin, while articles ol
native \Wisconsin copper occur in‘the
tumuli of West Virginia.

That the mound builders were great
smokers is proved by the large number
of pipes found in thefr mounds and
graves., 8o numerous are these and so
widely distributed that pipemaking and
pipesmoking may be considered as a
marked c¢haracteristic.of that ancient
peaple. This will serve in a way as
supplementary evidence that they were
Indians; for the Indian is par excellence
the man who smokes, and the pipe is es-
sential to his happiness,

‘The correspondend; is. neither n ach
entist wor a philogdpher, and yet may
make a suggestion,. Maybe nobody wili

BRICKB WITHOUT BTRAW.

ever be able to vorrectly conjecture,
much less prove, where the wmound
builders came from, nor who they were,
But is it not a singular fact that they
builded mounds . just as the ancient
Ygyptinns builded pyramids? Has
anyons ever investigated the simijar.
ity of the methods of the two races?
May noi these mound builders have
been descended from or related to the
Egyptians?

What became of the lost tribes of
Isrnel, after they had learned to bujld
prramids, wmakiog Dbricks without
straw?

The mound builders, by thelr work,

- P AN -

Mroke Her Contract,

In responss to an advertisemer
appeared in the Minneapolis pa
well dressed and apparently ri
able young women, whogave he:
as Wilson arrived in Duluth to
s position as housekeeper for g
named Rowan, It turned oot th
wan was a colord man of poor ¢
stances living gut n the West
and the young woman refused tc
for him, notwithstanding the fa:
Rowan had advanced her mor
come from Minneapolis. She s
to the police for aid, but they el
they wore unable to do anythi
her, and the young lady left the
station and has not been seen si

The work ou the Capitol,

A crew of men has already by
to work at the new capitol site,
ing dorricks and maling prepai
for buildingr the sheds in whic
dressing of Georgin marble w
carried on during the winter m
The sheds will be erected at on
the saws, planers and other mac
will arrive in a few weexs. C
tions will be wade with the
mains as it is neccessary to k
slream of water running on the
to keep them cool, as they cut tt
the marble, By the first of thy
the grounds will presenta ver
air, '

Perhaps.,

The applieation of the Daluth
Range road for permission to in
the capital stock of the road fr
000,000 1o 810,000,000 is conside
an indication thatthe compat
some extensive improvements {
aund that the road will probably
tended to the Ralny lake count
another year.

News wu titiel.

Jobn A. Wiilard, of Mankal
made a voluntary assignment.

Frank Schneider made an uns
ful atterapt to commit sujeide |
tiog his throat with a razor. |
been jilted by a young woman,

While Johoa Lindstrom, of F
was taking his threshing outfit
the wind blew his coat tails i
goaring. He was drawn betwe
heavy cog wheels, and his s)h
crushed and lascerated. He had
oW escape. ‘

The receipts of the state p
tiary for the month of Octobe
245,261.34.

‘Che Falrview sanitacium in
apolis iwas destroyed by fire,
tients having » narrow escape.

Charles Coleman was - {ounc
Crookston in s dying condition.
prostrated besids the road, un
help himself, two other foot tr
came by and ho asked them
him build & fire to Lkeep from fr
but they swore at him and w
Jeaving him to perish.

The Winone saw mills cut 124,
feet of lumber during the past
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dust, whieh, when first uncovered, gave
out such a sickening odor that opera-
tions had to be suspended for awhile,
The dust was supposed to be the ashes
from burned flesh—perhaps that of the
individuals in the central chamber.
Many tribes of Indians in ancient times
made a practice of removing the flesh
from the bones of the dead.

But all of these studies and discov-
eries have not given us anything really
historical concerning the people who
did these things. The officials of the
geologlcal survey, of the Smithsonian
Institution, the Xational museum, and
other centers of science and philosophy
at the national capital, all agree
that the question as to whence
the Indians origivally enme is atill
in dispute. and likely to  re-
main g0, There is no truth in the at-
tractive notion that once a mighty na.
tion occupied the valley of the Mis-
sissippi, with {ts frontier settlements
resting on {he Jake shores and gulf
coasd, nestling in the volleys of the
Appalachian range snd skirting the
broad plains of the west—a wnation
with its system of government and re-
ligion, which has disappeared, leaving
behind {t no evidence of its glory, pow-
er or extent, save the mounds and what
they contain,

Ooe taing is certain, and that ie that
the mound builders continued their
work for some {ime afler the European
discoverers and adventurers came to the
shores of thiz continent anud penetrated
its terra incognita. Tt is officially re-
corded that agents:of the burenu of
ethnology have explored nnd made ex-
cavations in more than 2,000 of these
mounds. Among the objects found in
them were pearls in great numbers and
some of very large size, engraved shells,
bracelets of drawn wire, silver bronches,
pins, ncedles, n gilver plate with the
coat of arms of Spain. & gun borrel, a

Roman Catholic medal, a copper kettle |

and a fur-covered, brass-nailed truok.
Of course, many of these articles were
obtained from the whites, They dem~
onstrate that mound building and burinl
in mounds went on for some time after
the whites landed on the shores of
Awmcrien, In fael, agents have seen
&uch mwounds jn process of construe-
tion by Indians, )

The scientific discovery and disclo-
sures of ancient Troy developed mno
things wore wonderful than these eoi-
entific explorers of the mounds; al-
though the developments at Troy have
been of more historic value, because
they verify well-autbenticated historic
data. But some very interesting ma-
terial for historic development has been

 found in caves. Tracing the Migsissippi

river, six miles south of New Albin, is
a great cajity in the vertical of
the sandstone bluff, 50 feet long“and
12 feet high. The walls and cejlings
arc literally eovered with rude etch-

o

BRICKS WITHOUT BTRAW.

ever be able to correctly conjectuve,
much less prove, where the anound
builders came from, nor who they were,
But is it not a singular fact that they
builded mounds ., just as the ancient
Egyptians builded pyramids? Has
anyone ever investignted the similar-
ity of the methods of the two races?
Muy not these mouud builders have
been descended from or related to the
Egyptians?

Whai became of the lost tribes of
Israel, after they had learned to build
pyramids, wmakiog Dbricks without
straw?

The mound builders, by their worlk,
manifestly were more like the pyramid
ninkers of Egypt than like any other
people. When we wonder why pyra-
wids were built, should we not at the
snme time ask shy the mounds wers
built, and whether or not they were
built upon the snme kelentifie, supersti-
tions or religious theory, and for a
similar purpose? SMITH D. FRY.

And e Couldn’t Have Doth.

Stokeleighi‘—“’hy don’t you get mar-
ried, old man?

Erokeleigh—Debarred by custom,

Stokeleigh—Hpw so?

Brokeleigh—Well, while it is per-
twissible for me to appear in publis
swithout & wife, it is not permissible for
me to do so without clothes.—Brook-
lyn Life.

1n the Sunday School.

Teacher—Those who live good aud
virtuous lives find {heir reward in
Ileaven. What bappeus to those who
lead wicked lives?

“They have to pay papa to defend
them in the courts,” replied a little boy
whose father is one of the most prom-
inent lawyers of New York.—N. Ya
World,

1A YValuable Indorsement.

“Isn't .the butter'rather strong to-
day, Mrs. Small?”” asked the star
boarder,

“It may be, Mr. Hunker,” was the
lundlady's suave reply, “but if it is,
that fact only establisbes itz genuine-
ness. Imitation ~butter never gets
strong.”—Town Topics.

2

The B .. . 4
- “Let’s buy thé drinks—alphabetical-

Iy!" said” Zigzag 1o a crowd of con-

| genial spirits,—N, Y. World,
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made & voluntary assignment,

Fraok Schoelder made xo uos
Tul attempt to commit suleide |
ting his throat with a razor. |
heen jilted by & young woman,

While John Lindstrom, of F
was taking bis threshing ocutfit
the wind blew his coat tails §)
gearing. He was drawn batwe
heavy cog wheels, and his sh
crushed and lascerated. He had
row cscape. _

The receipts of the state p
tiary for the month of Octodbe
245,261, 54.

The TFairview sanitarivm ip .
apolis twas destroyed by fire,
tients having a narrow escape.

Charles Coleman was founc
Crookston in a dying condition.
prostrated beside the rosd, un
help bimself, two otber foot tr
came by aod he asked them :
him-build & fire to keep from Ir
but they swore at him and w
leaving him to perish,

The Winona saw mills cut 124,
{feet of lumber during the past

Swan Olander, a painter, fcl
the light shaft in the First N
baonk building at Daluth and:
stantly killed. He was workl
ladder across the top of the shaf
the ladder tipped aod he fell
first floor. Nearly every bone
body was broken.

The 4-year-old child of a farn
ing near Hatfield was burned t
as a result of its clothing catchi
_while playing near a burning stri

Nels O. Martell was instantly
at Red Wiog by being erushed tn
a steats engine and separator
he was coupling.

Yire destroyed the residence o
Calahan, at Long Prairie, and an
blind boy was buorned to death.
parcnts were away and the b
left at home, as he had beex
times before.

Charles Howard, a painter ei
in vainting the Robert street br
St. Paul, fell from & scaffold i
river, a distance of 50 feet. He
in shallow water. which bro
force of the fall and saved his li
he sustaived o painfal cut in the

Adam Enapp., & {farmer, was
stabbed by Michael Zapp, a In
Melrose, as the culmination o
pute,

A, M. Maller has sold the I
theater at Duluth to E. 2. Wiitla

. 'T. Beott, of Emerado, haaa
ibe mail contract on the Foss!
midji route.

Judge Elliott, of Minneapol

+{ decided that the law permitti
{ mgs and loan -associations to

voluntary insolvency, snd givl
officers of the association chi

'affairs aftersach insolvency,'is
‘atitutional. ?
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